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i everyone! What 
a great 40th Anniver-
sary Party!  
 

Thanks, Sandy and Charlie for all of your hard work in put-
ting everything together! Food was yummy, tables were love-
ly, everyone looked so nice, and the band played some great 
music!  If you weren’t there you missed a very fun time. 
 

Thanks to Jim Robertson, Kay Maronde, and Tom Stan-
ford for some great speeches and fun anecdotes. 
Thanks, Bill Welte, for working with me on a slide show with 
pictures from the 80s, 90s and 2000s. We weren’t successful 
in running the slide show at the party but we may be able to 
get it up on the website & (SEE ALSO PAGES 15-25) 
  

Snowmass only has a few 
spots left, so if you’re thinking 
about it sign up ASAP. Lauren 

and Annick will be taking Mam-
moth signups at the next 
meeting so check your calendar 
and get out your checkbook.  
 
Margaret Barnett, 

President 

President’s Corner 

 

Club Meetings are held Bi-Monthly 
1st & 3rd Wednesdays of the Month 

7:00 - 7:30 pm  Social time 
                 7:30 - 8:30 pm  Meeting 
 

              PALM GARDEN HOTEL         
495 N. Ventu Park Rd. Newbury Park 

 

  Conejo Ski & Sports Club Newsletter  
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Visit our Website & Facebook Page 
www.conejoskiclub.org 

Facebook: Conejo Ski & Sports Club 
        Email photos to:  

photos@conejoskiclub.org 
Or post to Facebook Page 
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From the Editor: 

Please enjoy this Special Edition of The Spotlight, the Newsletter 

of the Conejo Ski and Sports Club, in commemoration of our 40th 

Anniversary Celebration. Herein is a complete recap of the festivities 

and all the preparation that required so many volunteer hours.  

As V.P. of Internal Communications, my contribution these past 6 

years is the monthly Newsletter - and during the evening I was 

struck that both of our guest speakers mentioned the importance of our 

Newsletter in the history of our Club. 

Thank you to Jo Schuler, our volunteer photographer, for all the 

photographs that went into this publication, I included everyone whose 

picture was submitted and I apologize to anyone we may have left 

out—it was not our intention. 

Conejo Ski and Sports Club has flourished since 1982, with the 

help of many volunteer officers, trip leaders and activity leaders. 

Please consider volunteering your time and skills so we can again 

gather and celebrate our 50th Anniversary in 2032. Thank you,,, 

Steve Soukup 

40th Anniversary 

Year 
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PRESENTATION BY 
JIM ROBERTSON 
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Hi everyone.  My name is Tom Stanford.  Most 

of you don’t know me, but I am a member.  I’m just not 
local.  I live in The Las Vegas area (Henderson). 
 
So, let me ask you – Does the name “Eileen MacEn-
ery” ring a bell with anyone?  Just a few of you. 

In 1982 I lived in Thousand Oaks and I was renting a room 
to Eileen MacEnery.  One day she comes up to me and says, 
“Tom, I’m going to start a ski club – do you want to be in it?”  
I said, “Yes, of course, I’ll be in your ski club.”  So, 7 ½  sec-
onds after the inception of the ski club, I became the 2nd 
member.  And thru living 20 years in Orlando, Florida and 
then 5 more years in the Las Vegas area, I remained a mem-
ber and am the longest continuing member in the Conejo Ski 
and Sports Club. 

 
Before I tell you about the earliest days of the ski club, I just want to point a few things 
out.  The name was changed from Conejo Ski Club to Conejo Ski and Sports Club, but in the 
early days, the board toyed with naming the club Conejo Valley Ski Club. The name was 
never that, but some of the early newsletters reflect that name.  Before leaving for 
Florida, 15 years into club membership, I left every newsletter (except the first 2, 
which I couldn’t find) with someone in the club. If you can find any of the earliest 
newsletters, you will fine them very interesting. 
 
Now, the one thing that didn’t change was the website.  It has always been and continues 
to be conejoskiclub.org.  However, in 1982, there was no internet.  We would type up the 
newsletter on a typewriter and send it to a printer (Sir Speedy was the 1st one we 
used).  The newsletters were then distributed at club meetings.  That is one reason 
why meeting attendance was so high.  If you didn’t go to the meeting, you didn’t get 
the newsletter and thus didn’t know what was going on.  When PC’s became more preva-
lent, we were able to print out labels, but putting them in bulk mail requirements order was 
a daunting task.  The bigger the club got, the more daunting that task became.  Eventually, 
I was able to program the labels to print in bulk mail requirements order, which eased the 
burden considerably. Then, of course, the internet and the emailing of newsletters. 
 
So, in the beginning!  Eileen MacEnery could have been the president of a large corpora-
tion.  Because all of the qualities those people have – Eileen had.  She was dedicated – hard 
working – determined – organized – driven.  Well, 2 people doesn’t quite make a ski club, so 
Eileen put an ad in the paper.  The very 1st meeting of any kind, was 7 people – in a booth – 
at the Alamo – in Newbury Park.  There were 2 men, myself and, I believe, a guy named 
Carl Reynolds – and 5 women, 2 of whom I don’t recall, Eileen, Carol Van Horn, and a ditzy 
blond. I do not mean that detrimentally – she was fun, the life of any party. 

 
The 1st real club meeting was held at the small back room of the Alamo, on Nov 21, 1982 
and 43 people filled out forms.  The 2nd meeting was Dec 7, 1982 and over 70 people at-
tended.  Now I know what you’re thinking.  You’re thinking, this guy couldn’t have dementia, 
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look at him spit out facts from 40 yrs ago.  In reality, I 
didn’t remember any of those facts, but when preparing 
for tonight, I found the first 2 newsletters the club 
ever produced.  All of that info is in there. 
 
The club grew rapidly.  One of the biggest issues we 
had, and maybe the biggest, was in finding a venue to 
house all the club members that came to the meetings.  
We quickly outgrew the Alamo and every other place we 
went, and finally wound up at the Westlake Inn.  When I 
say Eileen was determined, how many Mammoth trips do 
you have planned this year – 3 right?  In the 1st year we 
were a club, Eileen had 8 Mammoth trips planned – 2 in 
Jan, 2 in Feb, 2 in Mar, 1 in Apr and 1 in May if there 
was enough snow during the Memorial Day Holiday. 

 
Eileen was aggressive, very aggressive – – maybe too aggressive.  All was not candy and ros-
es.  There grew a divide between Eileen and the other 9 members of the board.  She want-
ed to do a big ski trip (perhaps out of state) that would have required, virtually, all of the 
money in the checking account, right up front.  If her plan failed, the club would be bank-
rupt and the club would probably cease to exist.  The other board members thought the 
risk was just too high for such a young club.  The divide became a cavern, when the other 9 
board members voted down Eileen’s proposal. 
 
But, this is Eileen – driven! She is the founder. This is her baby – her vision.  She’ll decide 
on the direction of the club.  All she needed to do was get the check book and write a 
check.  Well, it just so happened that I was the 1st Treasurer of the club.  Only 2 people 
had signature authority on the checks, Eileen and I.  However, it only required one of our 
signatures, not both.  Remember, Eileen is renting a room from me, she lives in my house.  
After her proposal got voted down, I’m in my bedroom.  Eileen comes storming into my 
bedroom, gives me this awful look, grabs the check book on my dresser and storms out.  
And, I did nothing.  It just so happened, that I belonged to another club (the Ventura 
County Chapter of the Society of American Magicians).  It just so happened, that I was 
the treasurer of that club, and it just so happened that it was that check book that she 
grabbed.  I knew she couldn’t write checks on that one.  I had hidden the Conejo Ski Club 
check book in the trunk of my car!!  She never found it and I never told her where it was.  
Since she couldn’t get the check book, she couldn’t write a check and her very risky plan 
failed.  So, was the Conejo Ski Club saved by hiding the check book in the trunk of a car?  
I don’t think we will ever know the answer to that question. 
 
Either way, the divide was too great, and Eileen left the club.  The board literally begged 
her to stay. 
After all she is a great person and she was a great president.  I don’t think the club mem-
bers ever knew why she left, and I think most of the board members thought she left be-
cause her proposal got voted down.  The real reason she left was because she couldn’t find 
the check book to write that check!  Eileen felt betrayed and she left the club. 
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Eileen left the club, but she is still renting a room from.  She still lives 
in my house.  To say there was tension is a huge understatement.  It 
was easy for everyone else.  You would hear, “I heard Eileen left the 
club.  I wonder why.  Does anyone know why?  She was really a good 
president and such a nice person.  Very sad.”  But, for me, it was differ-
ent.  Eileen felt betrayed, and who betrayed her any more than I did – 
the guy that hid the check book in the trunk of his car!  I know Eileen 
would never hurt anyone, but in my pea brain way of thinking, I didn’t 
know what was going to happen. 
 

In no way was I trying to badmouth, belittle or besmirch Eileen in any way.  She is a won-
derful person and was a great leader.  And she is the reason – and I don’t mean maybe she 
is the reason, or she could be the reason, or perhaps she is the reason – she is the rea-
son, the sole reason, why we are all here tonight, 40 years later, celebrating this 
great club. 
 
For all of you board members, and those of you who will become board members in the fu-
ture, I have to tell you that the board voted that, if Eileen MacEnery ever came back to 
the club as member, she would not have to pay dues.  She would get free membership! 
 
Obviously, the club was very successful.  In the mid/late 80’s or early 90’s, we were a few 
people shy of 1200 members!  That was 3 or 3 ½ or 4 times larger than any ski club in the 
area.  I believe our success was because of 2 reasons: 

Diversification – we quickly went from a ski club to an anything and everything club.  
So, even if you were not a snow skier there were many other things to do, and 
you could join, meet some fantastic people, make friends for life and have a 
blast. 

Orientation – we started doing orientations.  I would tell newcomers a little of the 
history of the club and then tell them they had 2 choices.  First, they could come 
in, sit at a table, do nothing but watch everyone else talking to each other, think 
this was just a big click, leave and never come back, having missed out on one of 
the biggest opportunities of their life, had they made the second choice.  The 
second choice is to GET INVOLVED.  They were told that if you get involved, you 
will meet fantastic people, make friends for life, have a great time and you will 
be one of those people talking to all the others at the meeting. 

I know about making a friend for life.  One of the beautiful ladies I gave an orientation to, 
became my wife!  I didn’t feel I was in her league, so I started writing her poetry and all 
other kinds of poetry as well.  So, to conclude, if you will raise your glasses, I would 
love to offer you a toast. 

 May all of the cares and concerns in your life 
 Disappear in the mist and cause you no strife 
 May your mind stay keen and your health be strong 
 May naught come between a life that is long 
 May family and friends keep you happy and sound 
 May your heart be at peace and successes abound! 
Thank you very much, everyone!  I really appreciate you! 
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“Conejo Ski and Sports Club,” That name is not 
quite true… 
There are so many other things that we just love 
to do! 
 
They wanted me to write a poem so that all of 
you could hear 
The reasons for our great success…in this our 
40th year! 
 
There are Parties, Picnics, Trips and Tours and 
Holiday Dinner Dances 
And like a bunch of teenagers, of course we have 
Romances!!! 
 
We have Volleyball and Tennis, Bridge and Train 
and Pickleball 
Just go online to join the fun, the newsletter 
says it all! 
 
For forty years Marc Forman’s planned a lot of 
great Vacations 
Around the world the club has traveled to many 
distant nations. 

 
Like Mexico, Costa Rica, Mazatlan and Brazil 
Where Tequila’s flowing freely, that alone gives me a thrill! 
 
Then there’s Cabo, Argentina, Guatamala and Belize… 
Plus Canada, Norway, Iceland…if you want to freeze, 
 
Tanzania, Croatia, China and Peru 
Greece and Guatamala, just to name a few 
 
Besides Mammoth and Whistler for those who love to Ski 
Try Chaminox or Cortina or Moena Italy! 
 
So many Trip Leaders devote their time and expertise 
To guarantee the best of times, when you put on  your Skis! 
 
One problem if you’re flying, hope you can sleep on a  plane. 
But the memories make up for it, so I tried not to complain. 

 
Remember to take pictures, “Camera Ready” when you land. 
You’ll always see Sig Askvik with his Camera in his hand. 
 
When going through security, quite a rub-down you might get… 
The agents get quite friendly…after…smoke a cigarette! 
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For years there was the “Delta,” to Water Ski and Drink… 
About 50 in 3 houseboats, kind of crowded, you would 
think. 
 
But it was always so much fun, I’m sure we all admit… 
Especially when you played a part in a creative Skit! 
 
We were all dressed up in Costumes, just like a fancy 
cruise… 
And our acting was pretty good…if you had enough booze! 
 
There were trips to the Colorado, on Cathy’s gorgeous 
boat, 
Some would water-ski or air-chair, but us chickens would 
just float… 
 
Down the Colorado, tied our innertubes together, 
Like a parade of sunburned lobsters, in 100 degree weath-
er! 
 

For many years “Cachuma” has been a great summer event 
Whether in a motorhome, or just a two-man tent. 
 
We have a private campground, for our hundred plus crowd… 
With costume parties, dancing, drinking, we get pretty loud! 
 
So if you have a “Bucket List,” a place  you’d like to go… 
With sunny beaches, water sports or even ice or snow… 
 
Attend a meeting Wednesday night so you can make a plan 
To join in our activities, that’s how our club began! 
 
Our thanks to all the organizers, for parties, trips and such 
For your hard work and planning, we thank you all so much. 
 
If I forgot to mention an event, I’m really sorry! 
But I think this poems long enough, it’s like an endless story. 
 
“Conejo Ski and Sports Club” Forty years doing it right! 
A group the makes, and keeps good friends! Thank you  
and Good Night 

 

 

Kay Maronde 8/20/22 
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A SLIDE SHOW COMPILED BY BILL WELTE AND MARGARET BARNETT 
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Please see the link below.  It will 
take you to a website where you 

can order clothes, hats, duffel 
bags, water bottles, etc., etc. with 
our CSSC logo.  Some items are 
silkscreened and others have em-
broidery.  Order directly from the 
website.  If you're like me and you 
like to feel the fabric, you can visit 
Coastal Embroidery in Camarillo 
and see the items before you or-

der.  Clothing can be ordered in a 
variety of sizes and colors.   

Margaret 

http://site.coastalemb.net/cssc.html 

 

http://site.coastalemb.net/cssc.html
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Executive VP President 

VP Membership Secretary 

Treasurer 

VP Mammoth 

VP Social 

VP Activities 

VP Newsletter 

VP Skiing 

 

  

VP Marketing VP Webmaster 

Charlie Bornhauser 

2022-2023 

Jennifer Anderson 
805-807-4577 

Carolyn Phillips 
805-796-7015 

Teri Divine-Smylie Nancy Cranford Nancy Hullihan 

Sandy Palmer Jean Moore Lauren Nielsen 

Steve Soukup Bill Welty 

 

Members are invited to attend Board meetings on 

the 2nd Wednesday of the month. 

Call one of your Board Members for the location of 

the Board  meeting  

Margaret Barnett 
209-603-7114 

Conejo Ski & Sports Club, 3435 Thousand Oaks Blvd. #6276, Westlake Village, CA 91359 


